


For a copy of this presentation:
• Go to the McQueen website https://www.washoeschools.net/mcqueen
• Click on “Counseling”
• Click on “Junior Information”
• Click on “2025 Junior Family Information Night Presentation”





McQueen Counselors and the College & Career Center utilize 
Lancers Excel throughout senior year for many unique 
opportunities. 

Students can connect with colleges, universities, military 
recruiters, workforce recruiters, and so much more during 
Lancers Excel. 

Students need to pay attention to daily announcements as 
well as those through Canvas as many of these 
opportunities require students to sign-up in advance. 



@mcqueencounseling
@mcqcollegeandcareer

https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/16182
https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/16182
https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/3530
https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/3530
https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/16963
mailto:Akirk@washoeschools.net




Standard Diploma*
Course Title/Content Area # of Credits

English 4.0

Math (Must include Algebra 1, Geometry, & Algebra 2 or equivalent) 3.0

Science 2.0

American Government/Economics 1.0

U.S. History 1.0

World History or World Geography 1.0

PE or JROTC 2.0

Arts, Humanities, or CTE 1.0

Computer Science 0.5

Health 0.5

Flex Credit (4th Math in Algebra 2 or higher, 3rd Science, or Level 2 or 3 CTE) 1.0

Electives 6.0

TOTAL 23.0

GPA Requirement None

*Requirements may change for SY 25-26



Advanced Diploma
Course Title/Content Area # of Credits

English 4.0

Math (Must include Algebra 1, Geometry, & Algebra 2 or equivalent) 4.0

Science 3.0

American Government/Economics 1.0

U.S. History 1.0

World History or World Geography 1.0

PE or JROTC 2.0

Arts, Humanities, or CTE 1.0

Computer Science 0.5

Health 0.5

Electives 6.0

TOTAL 24.0

GPA Requirement 3.25 (Weighted or Unweighted)

No Flex 

Credit



Honors Diploma
Course Title/Content Area # of Credits

English 4.0

Math (Must include Algebra 1, Geometry, & Algebra 2 or equivalent) 4.0

Science (Two must include Biology, Chemistry, or Physics) 3.0

American Government/Economics 1.0

U.S. History 1.0

World History or World Geography 1.0

PE or JROTC 2.0

Arts, Humanities, or CTE 1.0

Computer Science 0.5

Health 0.5

World Language (Both credits in the same language) 2.0

Electives 4.0

TOTAL 24.0

GPA Requirement 3.40 (Weighted or Unweighted)

Must include 8 

classes 

designated as 

Honors, AP, or 

Dual Credit

Cannot earn 

any F’s in 

11th or 12th 

grade

No Flex Credit





http://www.buildingtradejobs.org/
http://www.buildingtradejobs.org/
https://catalog.tmcc.edu/degrees-certificates/
https://catalog.tmcc.edu/degrees-certificates/




Colleges set their own policies on awarding 
college credit for an AP exam score. Go to 
www.apstudents.collegeboard.org  and go 
to “AP Credit Policy Search” to learn which 
colleges accept AP scores for credit.

Advanced Placement (AP)

Courses that are taught in high school, but 
at a college level, with the potential to earn 
college credit based off of the AP exam. 
Entering college with credit that has 
already been earned through AP can save 
time and money, such as skipping 
introductory courses.

AP Scoring

5 = Extremely well 

qualified

4 = Well qualified

3 = Qualified

2 = Possibly qualified

1 = No recommendation

Students have to request College Board 
send their official score report to the 
college of their choice. One free score 
report is sent to the college designated on 
the test answer document.

http://www.apstudents.collegeboard.org/


Advanced Placement (AP)

AP exams are offered in late spring 
each year. The cost of each exam is 
about $100; however, WCSD received 
a grant that will be covering this cost 
for all students for the 25-26 school 
year. 

AP tests occur 

each May and 

scores are not 

received until 

around mid-July



1

2

3 • Students must meet prerequisite requirements in order to 
enter a dual credit class

• Final grades are recorded on BOTH the high school and 
college transcripts

• College credit is earned, along with high school credit, at a 
reduced financial cost
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2

3

4 • Overall fit and feel

• Majors and educational 
programs

• Location

• Costs and financial aid

5 • Admissions requirements 
(i.e., test optional?)

6 • Campus life and housing

Factors to consider when selecting a college…



https://www.wiche.edu/tuition-savings/wue/
https://www.wiche.edu/tuition-savings/wue/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college


Out-of-State College 

Cost Comparison

A Top Tier Education
University of Nevada

Cost to Attend

• Out of State Tuition: $27,720

• In-State Tuition: $8,430

Nevada Financial Aid Statistics:

• 57% of students graduate with zero debt

• Average loan amount is below the national 

average

• $100+ million awarded in scholarships and 

grants annually 





Factors That 
Influence an 

Admissions Decision



McQueen Counselors
• Complete the “Request for Letter of Recommendation” form 

• Submit form along with updated resume AT LEAST TWO WEEKS prior to the 

deadline date…earlier if possible
• Form can be found on the McQueen Counseling website at 

https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/16331, or a paper copy can be picked up in the 
Counseling Office

Teachers/Administrators 
• Talk with teachers/administrators now 
• Common courtesy – give at least two weeks notice
• Submit updated resume (copy of Request for Letter of Recommendation form is a plus)

https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/16331


• For colleges/scholarship providers to get to 
know the student

• Generally, students write a personal story 
about an event or someone who has 
influenced them

• To stand out…in a good way
• College essay resources can be found here: 

https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/16331 

• Varies by college
• Fee waivers are available for 

those approved through the Free 
and Reduced Lunch Program. 
Families must re-apply for this 
program each school year by 
going here: 
https://www.washoeschools.net/
Page/1166 

https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/16331
https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/1166
https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/1166


https://washoeschoolsnv.scriborder.com/
http://www.act.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/






https://www.unr.edu/financial-aid/scholarships/first-year-scholarships
https://www.unr.edu/financial-aid/scholarships/first-year-scholarships
https://www.unr.edu/financial-aid/scholarships/first-year-scholarships
https://www.tmcc.edu/nevada-promise-scholarship
https://www.tmcc.edu/nevada-promise-scholarship
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2

3

4 • www.fastweb.com 

• College Websites 
(institutional aid)

• WCSD College and Career 

Fair (held each Fall)

• McQueen College and 
Career Center Website

5 • www.goingmerry.com 

6 • www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org 

There are many scholarship search resources, to include:

http://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/3530
https://www.washoeschools.net/Page/3530
http://www.goingmerry.com/
http://www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
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http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.act.org/


This showcases how a higher test score and GPA can earn more scholarship money





Fall 2025 Spring 2026
Senior Sunrise Ceremony UNR Admissions/Scholarship Application Due

UNR Application and Scholarship Workshops ASVAB Testing Opportunity

TMCC Application and Scholarship Workshops McQueen Career Fair

Josten’s Presentations in Senior Classrooms (cap 
and gown supplier)

National Honor Society Induction

WCSD College Fair Cap and Gown Distribution

TMCC Promise Scholarship Application Due Knight of Honour Awards Ceremony

FAFSA Family Nights Senior Assembly, BBQ, & Sunset Ceremony

ASVAB Testing Opportunity Graduation Ceremony

McQueen Scholarship Application Safe and Sober Night



Student Last Name* Counselor Email
A – C Mrs. Benson jbenson@washoeschools.net

D – Ho Mrs. Longland katelynn.longland@washoeschools.net

Hp – Mor Ms. Smith kmsmith@washoeschools.net

Mos – Sam Mrs. Parker erin.parker@washoeschools.net

San – Z Mrs. Parnell brandy.parnell@washoeschools.net

College & Career Center Ms. Kirk akirk@washoeschools.net

*Case loads are subject to change for the 2025-2026 school year 
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